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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Steve Forbes on 02-25-05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

Claim 4, line 3, "stations" has been changed into — station 
Claim 4, line 23, "or" has been changed into ™ of 
Claim 12, line 1, "The method of claim H 4" has been changed into — The 
method of claim 1 1 

Claim 13, line 1, "The method of claim Jl 4" has been changed into — The 
method of claim 1 1 

Claim 14, line 1, "The method of claim H 4-wherein" has been changed into 

— The method of claim 1 1 , wherein 

Claim 15, line 1, "The method of claim 11 4-wherein" has been changed into 

— The method of claim 11, wherein ™. 

Claim 16, line 1, "The method of claim 11 4-wherein" has been changed into 

— The method of claim 1 1 , wherein — . 
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Claim 17, line 1, "The method of claim U 4-wherein" has been changed into 

— The method of claim 1 1 , wherein 

Claim 18, line 1, "The method of claim U 4-wherein" has been changed into 

— The method of claim 1 1 , wherein 

Claim 19, line 1, "The method of claim 11 4" has been changed into ™ The 
method of claim 1 1 

Reason for Allowance 

2. Regarding claim 2, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a system for wirelessly 
exchanging communications with at least one mobile unit, the system comprises a 
system controller coupled to the first and second base station units and to the network, 
wherein the system controller includes a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol ("DHCP") 
server, wherein requesting a unique session address includes mapping the generated 
IP address to the unique BD_ADDR, wherein the unique BD_ADDR is a six byte value, 
and wherein mapping includes generating a lower three bytes of the six bytes of the 
unique BD_ADDR based on the generated IP address, in combination with other 
limitations. 

Regarding claims 3, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a system for wirelessly 
exchanging communications with at least one mobile unit, the system comprises a 
system controller coupled to the first and the second base station units and to the 
network, wherein the first and second base station units include a radio environment 
management entity and a mobile protocol, and wherein at least the first base station 
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units is further configured for: monitoring a quality of the communications link with the 
mobile unit; at the radio management entity, determining that the quality of the 
communications link has dropped below a threshold and generating a handoff request 
message; at the mobility protocol, receiving the handoff request message, sending a 
suspend message to the system controller to suspend transmissions for the mobile unit, 
and sending a handoff acceptance inquiry message to the mobility protocol of the 
second base station unit; receiving a response from the second base station unit; 
forwarding the link context data to the second base station unit exchanging primitives 
between the mobility protocol and the mobility management entity to clear the 
communications link at the first base station unit; at the mobility protocol, sending a link 
cleared message to the radio environment management entity; and at the mobility 
protocol, sending a resume data transmissions message to the system controller, 
wherein, in response thereto, the system controller sends data for the mobile unit to the 
second base station unit , in combination with other limitations. 

Regarding claims 4-9, the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a network, a 
method for wirelessly exchanging communications with at least one mobile unit, wherein 
the network includes first and second base station units coupled to the network, the 
method comprises a step at the first base station unit, obtaining a unique session 
identifier for the communication with the mobile unit, wherein the unique session 
identifier is a virtual Bluetooth device address having a six byte value, and wherein a 
lower three bytes of the six bytes of the unique BD ADDR are generated by the first 
base station unit of the network and the three bytes fall within a range that is less than a 
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total range available under the three bytes, in combination with other limitations, as 
specified in the independent claim 4. 

Regarding claims 11-19, the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a network, a 
method for wirelessly exchanging communications with at least one mobile unit, wherein 
the network includes first and second base stations units coupled to the network, the 
method comprises a step in which a system controller coupled to the first and second 
base station units and to the network, wherein the second base station is configured to 
determine that the communication link with the mobile unit is lost or cleared and provide 
a message to the system controller, and wherein the system controller releases the 
unique session identifier for future use in response to the received message, in 
combination with other limitations, as specified in the independent claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claims 29, and 32-37, the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a 
picocellular communications network, wherein at least one mobile unit communicates 
with at least a portion of the network, an apparatus comprises a stationary wireless 
network access point coupled to the picocellular communications network, wherein the 
access point includes a memory and is configured for handing off to the neighboring 
stationary wireless network access point the communications link and link context 
associated with the mobile unit, wherein the handing off is performed without assistance 
of the mobile unit, and wherein the link context data includes values under upper 
Bluetooth protocol or Internet Protocol layers above a Host Controller Interface ("HCI"), 
and at least one lower Bluetooth protocol layers below the HCI, in combination with 
other limitations, as specified in the independent claim 29. 
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Regarding claim 30, the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a picocellular 
communications network, wherein at least one mobile unit communicates with at least a 
portion of the network, an apparatus comprises a system controller coupled to the 
network access point; a gateway router coupled to the system controller and the 
network access point, wherein the network access point forms at least a part of a first 
subnet; a backbone router coupled to the gateway router and to the neighboring 
network access point, wherein the neighboring network access point forms at least a 
part of a second subnet; and a point of presence coupled to the backbone router, 
wherein the point of presence and the mobile unit form at least part of a mobile unit 
virtual subnet, in combination with other limitations. 

Regarding claim 31 , the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a picocellular 
communications network, wherein at least one mobile unit communicates with at least a 
portion of the network, an apparatus comprises a stationary wireless network access 
point coupled to the picocellular communications network, wherein the access point 
includes a memory and is configured for handing off to the neighboring stationary 
wireless network access point the communications link and link context associated with 
the mobile unit, wherein the handing off is performed without assistance of the mobile 
unit, and wherein the unique session identifier is a Virtual Bluetooth device address, in 
combination with other limitations. 

Regarding claim 38, the prior art fails to teach or suggest in a picocellular 
communications network, wherein at least one mobile unit communicates with at least a 
portion of the network, an apparatus comprises a stationary wireless network access 
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point coupled to the picocellular communications network, wherein the access point 
includes a memory and is configured for handing off to the neighboring stationary 
wireless network access point the communications link and link context associated with 
the mobile unit, wherein the handing off is performed without assistance of the mobile 
unit, and wherein the network access point is configured to generate a first unique 
mobile unit ID that is associated with the session identifier, and wherein the neighboring 
stationary wireless network access point is configured to generate a second unique 
mobile unit ID that differs the first mobile unit ID, but is likewise associated with the 
session identifier, in combination with other limitations. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-3147. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:00 am to 3:30 
pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571) 272-3155. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 



Application/Control Number: 10/052,910 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2665 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patent Examiner 
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